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Les perspectives d’évolution de la 
gouvernance des politiques sociales en 

Europe 
 

Perspectives in the following context  
 
 EUROPE 21020 Strategy and the future of the 
open method of coordination and social inclusion 
policies... 
 The future of the European regional policy of 
economic and social cohesion (European structural 
funds)  
 The entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty and the 
development of role of local authorities in the 
European policies governance.  
The integration of the horizontal social clause 
under which the actions and policies of EU must 
take into account social needs and the 
consequences that may result in the social field (Art. 
1 §4 of the treaty Lisbon – art. 9 TFUE) 
 

 
Question for discussion:  
Who does what in Europe in the field of social 
policy? At all level: European, national, Regions, 
municipalities…- United States - Regions - 
Municipalities. 
News on the territorial cohesion principle written in 
the Lisbon treaty... How to improve the European 
structural funds, and enhance the use of fund to 
improve the future... 

Cross-bording and transnational 
cooperation in Europe  

 

 
The cross-border cooperation is a European reality 
which has its own for years developed its own tools 
that allowed cross-border countries work together 
in an efficient way. It is among others a full 
objective of regional policy of the European Union 
in the framework of European funds for regional 
development. The objective is to strengthen 
economic and social cohesion in Europe. In terms of 
interregional cooperation, the European Union 
wants to have exchanges of experience between 
local authorities, regional organizations, to improve 
and facilitate the development of innovative and 
responsive to the territories. 
 

Question for discussion:  
What about the cooperation in the social, medico-
social? What are the existing barriers? How can the 
border regions can set up innovative social projects 
and what recommendations to be made? 

Sustainable social development in 
Europe: the forgotten pillar? 
 

The strategy for sustainable development, 
adopted in 2001 and revised in 2005, 
merged the possible interactions between 
economic development and environmental 
concerns. The recent European guidelines, 
reflect the principles in the various 
conventions 
Reduced to social inclusion and poverty in 
the world, the sustainable social dimension 
seems, to be still largely underestimated. 
 

Questions for discussion: 
Sustainable social development, inclusion of the 
vector user at the heart of the area? Energy 
precariousness a European issue, national 
particularities. The three pillars of sustainable 
development, indispensable foundation of the 
City of Tomorrow? Observation of energy 
precariousness. 

 

 

The place of local authorities in the 
European year 2010?  
What are the perspectvives after 2010?  
 

The question of the fight against poverty and 
exclusion is a central concern in Europe. Initiatives, 
debates are unfortunately occurred in 2010 years 
dedicated to this issue. Launched in 2000 by the 
European Union, the open method of coordination 
has allowed the development by the member states 
of multi-annual national action plans. However, in 
2010 significant progress are still needed. 78 million 
people or 16% of the population and 19% of 
children are currently at risk of poverty. The EU 
makes new commitments across its European 
Strategy 2020 as the common goal for reducing the 
number of 20 million of people at risk of poverty. Its 
action plan in 2010 also included a flagship initiative 
which involves the creation of a European platform 
against poverty. Cities and regions are key actors in 
this fighting context. 
 
 

Questions for discussion: 
How local authorities are daily involved in this fight 
against poverty? How to involve local communities 
in the Europe Strategy 2020, in its implementation? 
What possible new partnerships in the fight against 
poverty? 
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Monday 15th November 2010 - Brussels 
This event will be organized under the Belgium presidency of the European Union 

and in the framework of the European year 2010 for combating poverty and social exclusion. 
 
Programme  
 
09.30   Participants’ arrival  
 
09.45    Presentation of the two days conference  
 
10.00   Round Table 1: 
   The role and place of taking into account local and regional level in the implementation of  

  governance. 
   The coordination of social policies at European level: what results? What changes? 
   Who does what? Europe, state, region, county, city... 
 
11.30   Round-table 2:  
  Social cohesion and sustainable development objectives   
  Observation of territories, development of the social pillar of sustainable development, enhances  
  and improve the cooperation between partners (local agenda 21), develop new partnerships… 
 
13.00  Lunch  
  Market place   

 
 

14.30   Round - Table n°3 : 
  All together against poverty: the role played by local authorities in the fight against poverty  
  and social exclusion: how to get a better measurement of poverty?   
   
  Introductive video: when elected representative meet person in precariousness situation.  
 
16.30  Conclusions  
 
17.00   End of work  
 
Festive event in Brussels  
 

Market Place 
Improve, develop and enhance exchange between participants and allow them to meet together and build 
common projects or exchange on common thematic of interest.  

 

TARGET GROUP  
Representatives of European local 
authorities in charge of social action, 
institutional authorities, national, 
European, non-state social actors, 
European networks of local elected 
officials and so on. 

OBJECTIVES  
 

Make an inventory, discuss, debate 
and make recommendations on 

topics of current interest. 
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Mardi 16th November 2010 – Courtrai  
Overview of the social cross border cooperation  

 
Plenary session:  City town – Courtrai – Belgium  
Study visits : Lille - Courtrai - Tournai  
 
Working languages: French – English –Dutch  
 
Objectives  
This day will focus on strategies and transnational cooperation actions undertaken by European local authorities at 
different levels (border, interregional, transnational) in the field of social cohesion, based on experiences in the 
area Eurometropole the Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai 
 
Target groups  
Participants of the first day meeting in Brussels (buses will be organized from Brussels to Courtrai)  
Participants coming from the cross border region (France – Belgium – England)  
 
Program  
 
Morning  
A plenary session in the morning, bringing together stakeholders on the theme of the day. The experience of the 
development would Eurometropole backdrop of discussions. 
 
Afternoon  
Study visits will be organized in the afternoon to illustrate the theme of the day  (Lille - Courtrai – Tournai)  in sub-
groups. 

 
The plenary is expected to resume strengths and weaknesses of cross-border cooperation after 2013, concrete 
experiences, an inventory and the participation of European parliamentarians to listen and hear the problems still 
existing. 
 
Study visits will take place within authorities or operators who have put in place innovative actions of cooperation 
in social work, following the participants choice (Kortrijk - Tournai - Lille) and on three themes: social inclusion / 
fight against poverty; Governance policies favor the elderly / disabled; participation of users and people living in 
poverty 
 
 
This meeting must finally be an opportunity to initiate a dialogue around the sharing of social competence at the 
cross border cooperation level that is the European Grouping of Territorial Cooperation (EGTC) "Eurometropole 
Lille-Kortrijk-Tournai. 


