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Contribution of Rural Development Policy

� RD Policy makes an important contribution to the
socio-economic development of rural areas
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� and addresses some of the specific problems
that determine the risk of poverty and social
exclusion

� it is implemented with the assistance of the
European Agricultural Fund for RD (EAFRD)



UE level priorities for RD
EAFRD: European Agricultural Fund for RD

1. To improve the competitiveness of the agri-food and
forestry sectors (Axis 1)

2. To promote environment / land management (Axis 2)
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2. To promote environment / land management (Axis 2)
3. To create employment and growth conditions through

diversification of economic activity and improving the
quality of life in rural areas (Axis 3)

4. To improve governance and local development
through bottom up approaches (Leader, Axis 4)



Contribution of the EAFRD

� It supports farmers and their families in their
agricultural activities through investment in farm
modernisation, human capital, generational
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modernisation, human capital, generational
renewal and in semi-subsistence farming

� Significant support to farm income is also
delivered by payments to farmers in areas with
natural handicaps.



Contribution of the EAFRD

� It also promotes the diversification of activities through
support of non-agricultural activities of farm,
encouragement of tourism activities and by the
creation and development of micro enterprises in the
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creation and development of micro enterprises in the
whole rural economy;

� It improves access to social and training services: child
care, pre-school services, vocational training, local job
centres. Investment in basic services, village renewal
and rural heritage re-enforce the social fabric and
create conditions for socio-economic development



Contribution of the EAFRD

� It encourages participation of the civil
society (partnership principle)
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� By funding local initiatives such as Leader it
plays an essential role in mobilising rural
population in the implementation of
development strategies to improve their
socio-economic situation



Complementarity and coherence 
with the structural funds

� Complementarity and coherence with the
European Regional Development Fund –
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European Regional Development Fund –
ERDF and European Social Fund – ESF
must be ensured in the design and
implementation of the programmes



Thank you for your kind attention
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Thank you for your kind attention


