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Social issues heavily debated  division of labour between the EU taking care of

markets and liberalisation and Member States taking care of welfare has become very
strained, the Union cannot afford to carry on cohesion policy without a large consensus and
shared aims (Barca Report)

Broad, complex field with many interrelations, positive and negative

feedback loops  see results of the 2009 EU conference “Poverty & Social Exclusion in
Rural Areas Conference”

1-2 core priorities in cohesion policy must have a predominantly “social

Inclusion” objective:

the social and the territorial agendas must come together in a territorialized social
agenda, an agenda aimed at persons and aware that policy effectiveness depends on
contexts,

a unique opportunity for the EU to respond to the increasing constraints on Member
States’ social policies while respecting the diversity of national social contracts,

a case for migration (Barc
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— ESPON 1.4.2. Study on Social Aspects of EU
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Subject & Approach: _ the project explores the relationship between social
aspects and territorial dynamics. As a preparatory study its task is to
investigate and evaluate the main elements of other forthcoming projects.
It aims to provide scientific information and guidance, as a preliminary
step to implement a sound spatial analysis of social patterns, trends,
impacts and dynamics in the future.

*-access to social services, services of general economic interest (SGEI), and
mechanisms of public transfers;

- employment and income distribution;
- housing and territorial development,

«- education and training.
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Source: Eurostat

NUTSO: Cyprus, Malta, Lithuania, Latvia,
Estonia, Ireland, Slovenia

NUTS 1: United Kingdom, Germany

NUTS 2: other countries with data available

Year of data availibility:

2002: Belgium (except Brussels 2000),
Estonia, Cyprus, Lithuania, Netherlands,
Poland, Islands of Aland (Finland)

2001: Greece, Malta

2000: Sweden

1998: Slovenia

Data not existing: Denmark, Switzerland,
Norway, UK (partly)
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Social Aspect
Health Care:
Hospital beds —
social
accesssibility
(ESPON 4.1.3. Key
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Social aspects — some pictures from the Barca Report



Social aspects -
Income: Disparities in
GDP per capita among
NUTS 2 Regions in
2006



Social aspects -
Income: Relative
income performance of
EU Regions, 1995-2005
(per capita GDP - PPS)



Social aspects — Income: Changes in
interpersonal income inequality in 1995-
2005(1) (absolute difference of ratios)



Multidimensional
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